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some mortal malady. Whichever may happen, I pray you
now to absolve me for the Hereafter. l They say many
things concerning me, that I have been most dissolute and
wicked ; and I forgive them all. Do you bear witness before
God that I have ever been a loyal Muslim, and of the
Hanefi rite.9 His friends, thinking to comfort him, tried to
turn the matter into a joke, telling him he was setting up
as a prophet. But he replied that he knew something of
the science of medicine, had studied his own case, and was
certain of what he said, and so he prayed them to accede
to his request.

It is further told that on one occasion, after Vehbi's ill-
ness was come upon him, his friends the poets Sururf and
'Ayni went to see him. The sick man was much gratified
by their attention, and prayed Sururf, who was very famous
for such things, to extemporise a pathetic chronogram for
his death. His friend did so in these words:

tO God, may Vehbi rise with Imru-ul-Qays !' a

which   pleased   the   old   poet,   who  answered,  'What lets?
Imru-ul-Qays was no little man.'

Sunbul-zade Vehbi wrote a good deal of poetry ; his works
include a bulky Diwan, a humorous mesnevf entitled Shevq-
engfz, or The Provoker of Mirth, a didactic poem called
Lutfiyya, modelled on the Khayriyya of Nabi, and two
riming vocabularies dealing respectively with Persian and

1 On death-beds, or befoie battle or long separations, it is usual among
Muhammedans to mutually forgive all that may have been unjustly said 01 done.

The chionogiam gives the date 1219; perhaps that was the date of the
poets' visit. Irmu-ul-Qays was one of the most famous poets of ancient pagan
Aiabia, [and, according to the Fiophet, u their leader into hell-fiie." In the
chaiming history knoun as al-Fakhii it is lelated that the Aiabs were wont
to say that theii poetry "began with a King and ended with a King,"
alluding to Imiu-ul-Qays and the Omayyad Yezid ibn Mucaviya. ED.].